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Biocultural biodiversity can
bolster Amazon’s resilience
against climate change
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Amazon at risk « Amazon considered as one of the “lungs of
the earth”, along with the Congo Basin

« Rapid rates of deforestation has put the
Amazon at risk from large-scale ecosystem
collapse — and is on the “eve of a tipping
point”

« Some regions are shifting from carbon sinks
to sources of emissions, and there are
disruptions in water cycling and

* These effects are further exacerbated by
climate change

Gatti et al. 2021, Cuadros 2023

Illustration by Max Guther, NY Times
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Gatti et al. (2021)
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Lessons from our research (1):How do we tackle
the problem of deforestation

« Recognize that there are multiple competing interests in forest and land resources — and the more powerful
interests are related to-resource-extraction (Sanchez and Wong, 2024)

 Politics play a role in supporting extraction interests (e.g. Bolsanaro regime in Brazil, mining in DR Congo)
(Brockhaus et al. 2021)

» Flows of finance into deforestation-driving activities (e.g. plantation establishment, mining) far exceed the
flows of finance towards forest conservation (e.g. REDD+) (Pietarinen et al. 2023, Brockhaus et al. 2024)
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How do we support bio-cultural diversity

» Policy processes must recognize and respect local and indigenous knowledges, practices and territorial

rights in forest and land decisions (Wong et al. 2024)

« Green development and sustainability projects emphasize global benefits of climate and local benefits of

development — but often the flows of benefits are skewed towards national and private sector actors
(Pietarinen et al. 2023)

« Equity must be at the center of policies and investments for diversity in order to be transformational (Brockhaus

et al. 2021, Wong et al. 2022, Delabre et al. 2020)

» including the need to address histories of injustice and development of accountability structures
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